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travel: wishlist

On bleak winter days when we 
find ourselves spinning the globe, 
dreaming of a warm-weather 
second home, our fingers keep 
landing on Bangkok. Fun, 
friendly and open to everyone, it 
has always been a regular fixture 
on monocle’s travel itinerary but 
2024 could well be the year when 
we put down some firmer roots. 
If we do, Italian interior designer 
Albano Daminato will be one of 
the first people we call. 

The long-term Asia resident 
has gone from decking out 
Aman hotel rooms for Kerry Hill 
during the Adrian Zecha-era to 
creating his own take on tropical 
modernism from a small studio 
in Bangkok. Clients come to 
him for peaceful residences that 
fit the location rather than the 
latest fashion. “It’s important to 
me that spaces are calming and 
cocooning,” says Daminato, who 
opts for subtle colour palettes 
and is restrained in his use of 
materials. Unapologetically 
hands-on, right down to picking 
out the cups and cutlery, he 
prides himself on being a 
practical designer who agonises 
over even the back-of-house 
areas. “Unless we can control 
the whole space, it’s not a full 
package of design,” he says. 

A typical project can take  
a few years so Studio Daminato 
takes on a limited number of 
commissions. Can’t wait? For  
a cool $6.5m (€5.2m), a Bangkok 
pied-à-terre that Daminato 
designed at the Windshell 
Naradhiwas building – a timber-
panelled “cigar box” inside a 
brutalist, concrete tower – is 
ready and waiting. — jch
studiodaminato.com

13

studio daminato, 
bangkok
Commission an airy 
Asian pied-à-terre
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For decades the Alpine town 
of Bad Gastein was in a deep 
slumber. Once celebrated by 
emperors and empresses for its 
pristine, restorative waters, the 
Austrian town’s belle époque 
buildings began to crumble in 
the 1980s. About 10 years ago, 
however, a wave of entrepreneurs 
began to shake things up. First 
there were smaller hotels such 
as Haus Hirt, Hotel Regina and 
Miramonte, mainly catering 
to a creative crowd. Then 
Berlin-based architect Barbara 
Elwardt opened The Comodo, 
a former health resort turned 
alpine retreat, in 2023. “What is 
happening here feels like a new 
beginning,” she says. 

Fittingly, the town’s historic 
centre, next to Bad Gastein’s 
waterfall, has just been restored. 
Among the buildings that 
have been reimagined is the 
Grandhotel Straubinger, built 
in 1840 and once Bad Gastein’s 
largest hotel. When its current 
owner, Munich-based Hirmer 
Group, commissioned Vienna’s 
bwm architects to revive it, they 
found tables still laid and beds 
still made. The building was 
renovated alongside the old 
Badeschloss opposite, adding  
148 rooms to the town. 

The buildings tell a story of 
revival. Historic features, such 
as antique parquet flooring 
and Lobmeyr chandeliers, have 
been juxtaposed with modern 
elements, including an extension 
with a rooftop infinity pool. With 
thermal baths, panoramic saunas 
and a three-storey spa, the new 
Alpine Swim Club sets the scene 
for a new beginning. — fs
gastein.com
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bad gastein, austria
Take the waters in a belle 
époque town on the up




